Background. Recent studies have suggested a high prevalence of Helicobacter pylori infection in patients with idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) . We report a patient who experienced improvement of uncontrollable thrombocytopenia after Helicobacter pylori eradication whilst receiving chemotherapy for lung cancer. Case.
standard therapy for DIC, but following a combination of chemotherapy and monthly platelet transfusions her condition improved. Because she was treated with chemotherapy, platelet transfusions were required. Re-evaluation of thrombocytopenia showed normal FDP levels, and ITP was diagnosed because of elevated levels of PAIgG. Urea breath test showed Helicobacter pylori infection at the end of June. Eradication therapy for Helicobacter pylori let to a recovery in platelet count. Conclusion. Helicobacter pylori is hypothesized to be causally related with ITP associated lung cancer in addition to cancer associated DIC and myelosuppression due to chemotherapy. (JJLC. 2004; 44:173-177) KEY WORDS-Thrombocytopenia, Lung cancer, Idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP), Helicobacter pylori 
